XVI.

THE COINAGE OP THE REIGN OF
EDWARD IV.

(Continued from Vol. X. p.- 145.)
(See Plates XXL-XXIV.)

THE POST-RESTORATION PERIOD, APRIL, 1471, TO
APRIL, 1483.

IN the consideration of the coinage of the reign of
Edward IV the writer has now reached the last of the
three periods into which it appeared naturally to divide
itself, and a brief historical survey may be desirable of
events from the final deposition of Henry VI after his
brief restoration until the death of Edward IV.

After residing in Flanders since his flight from Eng-
land in October, 1470, Edward with a few followers re-
turned and lauded at Ravenspur early in March, 1471.
He was soon joined by other adherents, and at first gave
out that he had only come back to claim his Duchy of
York, but with rapidly increasing forces he shortly
dropped this pretext and, boldly proclaiming his kingly
right, advanced rapidly to London, which he entered on
April 11, having avoided the Lancastrian army under
the Earl of Warwick which had advanced northward to
meet him. Warwick had left his brother, the Archbishop
of York, in charge of the unhappy Henry VI, but this